Ibrahim (as) and the Season of Sacrifice

Dhul Hijjah is the month in which the Muslims remember the immense test of Ibrahim (as)
and his great willingness to sacrifice. This Dhul Hijjah, the message of sacrifice carries even
greater weight, for it is apparent that we are in the season of sacrifice. For this Dhul Hijjah, as the
caravan of the Khilafah (Caliphate) is about to launch inshaaAllah, the situation demands greater
sacrifices from the advocates of the Khilafah than before.

Yes indeed, this Dhul Hijjah the lesson of sacrifice has great significance. Any believer who
is striving to fulfill the obligation of the Khilafah is compelled to think deeply upon the inspiring
example of Ibrahim (as). Indeed, the example of the foremost of those who sacrifice for Truth
inspire the Muslims of our age to undertake their duty. Ibrahim (as) had attachments and
aspirations as we all do. Yet his Imaan propelled him to great heights, making him ready for the
greatest sacrifice. He (as) was willing to sacrifice what is dearest to us, our offspring, and that too
by his own hands. He (as) who was bestowed a son at an elderly age, after many Dua, was
willing to sacrifice him upon the command of Allah (swt). He (as) who had raised his son,
protecting him for many years from harm, raised a knife to the throat of his loved one.

It was his Imaan alone that propelled him to such a huge sacrifice, for any loving father
would prefer death upon himself rather than upon his child. Indeed, of the greatest tests in this
Dunya is that of a parent burying their child!

What made Ibrahim (as) capable of such immense sacrifice was his profound obedience of
Allah (swt). The level of obedience of Ibrahim (saw) was such that he was conferred by the Lord
of the Worlds Hlmself (svvt) the honored t|tIe of “Khalil- uI Allah” (the |nt|mate frlend of AIIah) Allah
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Ibrahim is the one who spoke the Truth, regardless of the rejection of the people. He (as)
was strong in denouncing obedience to the Taghoot (Kufr authority) of his tlme Allah (swt)
described the clear and direct attack on idolatry by Al-Khalil (Ibrahim), #@&fs * Gsiai L & s¥adl dlﬁ%o

e%us-‘-w Ly a8 “Do you worship that which you (yourselves) carve While Allah has created
you and what you make!” [Surah As-Saffat 37:95-96].

Ibrahim (as) spoke truthfully even though he was born in the home of Azar, his father, the
very idol-maker of the tribe. Ibrahim (as) cared not for the status of his household amongst the
people even though, would he have remained silent, he would have enjoyed a privileged position
amongst his people However, Truth burned within his heart and compelled him to speak. Allah
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(swt) said, §luh i B daghy & o) dgllp Lliial 5 5315 4 AisH 06 33p “Lo! Ibrahim said to his

father Azar: Do you take idols for God? For | see you and your people in manifest error?”
[Surah Al-Anaam 6:74].

Not only did Ibrahim bear patiently the rejection of the people, he did not fear the harm that
would inevitably come his way. For whenever the people of falsehood are defeated on
intellectual grounds, they resort to force and oppression. The tyrant of his age, Nimrod, was set
upon oppression, yet Ibrahim stood firm. Allah (swt) revealed in Surat Al-Ankabut <l (s Ly
%éﬁg’a 30 sl i gld o ¥) 4a3 “So naught was the answer of (Ibrahim's) people except that they
said: Slay him or burn him” [Surah Al-Ankabut 29:24]. Here, lbrahim (as) could have given up
his message and his beliefs to save himself from the fire of Nimrod, however he readied himself
for martyrdom. He chose to step into the fire to save humanity from ignorance and tyranny. So he
was cast into the fire, only to be saved by His Lord (swt), through a miracle, a sign for his people
so that they may be guided. When, despite the clear sign, the idol-worshippers persisted in
disbelief, Ibrahim (as) did not become despondent. His steps did not slow down despite of the
length and the difficulties of the path.

The Prophet Ibrahim (as) continued to be ready for sacrifice, without tiring from doing so,
even after decades of sacrifice. Moreover, he was ready to sacrifice that which he (as) most
cherished, a gift from Allah (swt) that came after great longing and in unlikely circumstances.



Ibrahim (as) deeply desired a son, but his wife Hajar was barren. Allah (swt) revealed regarding
the Dua of Ibrahim (as) gdsaliali &a 4 Gb G35 “O my Lord! Grant me a righteous son!” [Surah

As-Saffat 37:100].

Against every expectation, Allah (swt) not only granted him a son, He (swt) ensured that
Ibrahim became the seed of a great line of Prophets. Allah (swt) said, ¢als aliy 45528, “So we

gave him the good news of a forbearing boy” [Surah As-Saffaat 37:101]. Thus, Allah (swt)
brought mercy to the agedness and anguish of his trustworthy Messenger. For Ibrahim (as),
Ismail (as) was not just a son for a sonless father, he was a reward of long years of suffering, the
young son of an old father.

Thus, Ibrahim (as) said to Ismail (as), (as) e dad o3 AUl b 63 o) (A OB LAl 4as i Wy,
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$sA . “O my Son, | see in a vision that | offer you in sacrifice. Now see what is your

view?” [Surah As-Saffat 37: 102] Reallzmg his fathers distress, Ismail (as) gave him these
comforting words, words: ¢ xiall &e &1 #Ua ¢f (aiuyalh L Jadl «all 08, “O my father! Do as you

are commanded. You will find me, if Allah so wills, patient and constant” [Surah As-Saffat
37:102]. So lbrahim proceeded with that which he was commanded. He was suffering while
believing and at every moment it was possible for him to retract and turn back.

And, by Allah's grace, the knife did not cut and lbrahim received a sheep and was called by
Allah: ¢énindall o 35 i U) e cdiia 3 o 21530 ¢l 453, “O Ibrahim! You have confirmed the

Vision Thus indeed do We reward those who do right!” [Surah As-Saffat 37:104-105]. Thus,
Ibrahim gained the good pleasure of Allah (swt) through his willingness to return back to Allah
(swt) the cherished gift he had been given.

In our age, the story of Ibrahim (as) inspires those who witness the systems of Shirk of our
age, democracy, dictatorship and monarchy. Whether we speak out or remain silent is the choice
of everyone of us. Upon the commands of Allah (swt) as mandated in His Deen, we must be
willing to sacrifice our comfort, privileges and all that we cherish most dearly, knowing that it is all
gifted by Allah (swt). Nothing less than this will set ourselves firmly on the path to bring down the
Tawaagheet (Kufr authorities).

We must be of those who value the Aakhira more than the fleeting pleasures of this Dunya.
Yes, this season, the last season before the sweet victory inshaAllah, is hard and testing. Yet, it
is the season to reap a great reward, the reward of the master of martyrs. It is the season of
sacrifice, through which inshaaAllah we will see an end to the oppression of the tyrants of our
age and the rise of Islam as a state and authority, a Khilafah Rashidah (rightly guided Caliphate),
at the helm of which will be those of sacrifice.
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“And We sent not before you (as Messengers) any but men unto whom We revealed,
from among the people of townships. Have they not traveled in the land and seen what
was the end of those who were before them And verily, the home of the Hereafter is the
best for those who have Tagwa. Do you not then understand. They were reprieved) until,
when the Messengers gave up hope and thought that they were denied, then came to
them Our help, and whomsoever We willed were rescued. And Our punishment cannot be
warded off from the people who are criminals. Indeed in their stories, there is a lesson for
men of understanding. It (the Qur'an) is not a forged statement but a confirmation of that
which was before it and a detailed explanation of everything and a guide and a mercy for
the people who believe.” [Surah Yusuf 12:109 - 111]
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