indness to Relatives and Maintaining Family Ties
(Translated)

Kindness to relatives is among the noblest deeds and greatest acts of worship,
because a relative has both the right of Islam and the right of kinship. For this reason, the
Noble Quran places great emphasis on this right and regards kindness to one’s relatives
as one of the deeds that draw a person closer to Allah. Allah (swt) says, ¥ all ‘3331‘—‘3%
c_uail.a aliall 3 c_uai\ JIAJUU.UA.“ L;.AJIA.“J UASLUAAJ\JUAL\-\-“JL’JJL“ L;.h\gl.al.w;\ wﬁ\‘g}h\gl.uub US
%M‘ &y “Worship Allah and associate nothing with Him, and show kindness to

parents, relatives, orphans, the needy, the near neighbour, the distant neighbour,
the companion by your side, and the traveller.” [TMQ Surah An-Nisaa’ 36]. Allah (swt)
also says, ¢\»i5 J55 Y3 dadad) (113 CuShually 485 (2080 13 iy “Give the relative his due, as

well as the needy and the traveller, and do not squander wastefully.” [TMQ Surah
Al-Isra’a :26]. This verse clearly commands Muslims to fulfil the rights of their relatives by
treating them kindly, helping them, checking on their circumstances, and attending to
their needs according to one’s ability.

The Prophet (saw) encouraged maintaining family ties and made it a sign of faith,
linking it directly to belief. He (saw) said, «4ea Juastd AW agall g 4l Gy S Gan “Whoever
believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him maintain his ties of kinship,” as narrated
by al-Bukhari and Muslim. Maintaining family ties does not mean merely returning
kindness with kindness, in a reciprocal manner. Its true meaning becomes evident when
there is estrangement or separation. The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, J<ls Gy
elay dan ) cadid 13) 3 Jual gl ¢Sy Al “The one who truly maintains ties of kinship
is not the one who merely reciprocates, but the one who maintains ties when his
relatives sever them.” (Narrated by al-Bukhari).

Thus, a believer does not allow a relative’s mistreatment to become a reason for
severing family ties, nor does he respond to estrangement with further estrangement.
Instead, he seeks reconciliation, initiates greetings, overlooks minor mistakes, and hopes
for the reward that lies with Allah. The Prophet (saw) also promised increased provision
and a longer-lasting legacy for the one who maintains family ties. He (saw) said, « sl ¢sa»
dan ) Juanlh o i B Al Luily B, B A by o “Whoever would like his provision to be
increased and his life to be extended, let him maintain his ties of kinship.”
(Narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim).

Mistakes, misunderstandings, and painful situations may occur among relatives.
Nevertheless, the believer is commanded to pardon and overlook, and not to allow a
passing mistake to become the cause of lasting conflict or prolonged estrangement. Allah
(swh) says, 1ssads 4l Jusu B Cppleally Custually (080 o) 158050 O Axdl 3 p&ia Jiadl) ol o) S Vg3
4381 41 s & Gssad Y1) pAkiail “Let not those favor and abundance among you swear

not to give to their relatives, the needy, and those who emigrated in the cause of
Allah. Let them pardon and overlook. Do you not love that Allah should forgive
you?” [TMQ Surah An-Nur: 22]. This verse guides the Muslim to respond to wrongdoing
with forgiveness and reminds him that whoever desires Allah’s forgiveness should forgive
His servants. Allah (swt) also says, & il 13 Gral (& Al 283 “ 4 Y3 dnall g 5l Y3

4aman I3 4k 53 4y “Good and evil are not equal. Repel evil with what is better,



and then the one between whom and you there was enmity will become as though
he were a devoted friend.” [TMQ Surah Fusillat: 34].

One aspect of kindness to relatives is to interpret their words in the best possible
way, avoid searching for their faults, refrain from reproaching them for their mistakes, and
not spread their shortcomings among people. If a relative needs advice, it should be
offered gently and privately, away from humiliation or public disgrace. The Prophet (saw)
said, «3 AYy Lial) B 4l b jiu e jiw oy “Whoever conceals the faults of a Muslim,
Allah will conceal his faults in this world and the Hereafter.” (Narrated by al-Bukhari).

Another form of kindness to relatives is restraining anger during moments of anger
and dispute. One of the things most needed when dealing with relatives is self-control,
because a relative may see from another relative what others do not see, and a dispute
with a family member may be more painful and longer-lasting. For this reason, the
Prophet (saw) said, «wuail) die dudi dlley o3l Hadl i) de jaly 138 galy “The strong man
is not the one who can overpower others; rather, the strong man is the one who
controls himself when angry.” (Narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim).

True strength does not lie in raising one’s woice, defeating an opponent, or
responding to an insult with another insult. Instead, it lies in restraining anger, maintaining
good manners, and delaying one’s response until tempers have cooled. It is wise to avoid
arguing while angry, choose kind words, and remember that maintaining family ties is
more important than winning an argument or asserting oneself in a passing situation.
Among the forms of kindness to relatives are checking on those in need, helping the
poor, assisting the sick, standing beside anyone facing hardship, and offering financial or
emotional support according to one’s ability.

The Prophet (saw) said, «iay ddua :¢ill) aall o3 Jo Ay diua (pluall o dBaally
“Charity given to a poor person is charity, but charity given to a relative is two
things: charity and maintaining family ties.” He (saw) also said, 4l ¥ aluall i alually
o3 @S e &y S gy dde Al z 3R 4 S alea (8 R (e cddala B ALl (S 4] dals (B OUS (e cdale Vg
«Aalll) agy Al o i s jiw (g dallll “A Muslim is the brother of another Muslim: he
does not wrong him or abandon him. Whoever fulfils the need of his brother, Allah
will fulfil his need. Whoever relieves a Muslim of a hardship, Allah will relieve him
of one of the hardships of the Day of Resurrection. And whoever conceals the
faults of a Muslim, Allah will conceal his faults on the Day of Resurrection,” as
narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim. If this is the virtue of helping Muslims in general, then
helping a relative is even more deserving and significant, because it combines relieving
hardship, maintaining family ties, and strengthening the bonds of affection among family
members.

In contrast, Islam has warned against severing famlly ties. Allah, the Exalted says,

b il (asly adanals ALl gtat Gl Ad gl * aala gkl (a1 b sdadd G A0S &) Alie Jedy
“Would you then, if you were given authority, spread corruption throughout the
land and sever your ties of kinship? Those are the ones whom Allah has cursed,

deafening them and bllndlng their sight.” [TMQ Surah Muhammad: 22-23]. Allah also
says, 44 i g Sl gl * cilall £ s &y 981853 233 (a0 3 Jhaash 4y A L &ysbeat il 33 “And
those who maintain the ties that Allah has commanded to be maintained, fear their
Lord, and dread the terrible account. Those will have the best outcome.” [TMQ
Surah Ar-Ra’ad: 21-22]. Severing family ties is not limited to refusing to visit someone. It
may also take the form of estrangement, turning away, withholding people’s rights, verbal



abuse, spreading their faults, or abandoning a relative when he or she is in need.
Maintaining family ties, on the other hand, may be achieved through visiting, calling,
asking about one another, giving gifts, offering assistance, speaking kindly, praying for
one another, and other good deeds.

It must also be clarified that kindness to relatives does not mean remaining silent in
the face of injustice, accepting abuse, or enabling a wrongdoer to continue harming
others. Rather, kindness should be practised with wisdom: a person may forgive minor
mistakes, conceal faults, offer gentle advice, preserve his rights, and prevent harm
through patience, sound judgement, and lawful means. Among the finest ways of dealing
with relatives are maintaining ties with those who have cut one off, forgiving those who
have caused harm, concealing what one dislikes being publicised, helping those in need,
showing mercy and respect to the elderly, treating the young with gentleness, honouring
parents and people of virtue, and making Allah’s pleasure one’s goal rather than seeking
personal victory.

Everything mentioned above concerning kindness, forgiveness, concealing faults,
and good conduct is not limited to one’s closest relatives. It also includes extended
relatives and all other family members. Malntalnmg family ties means showing kindness
to relatives in general. Allah (swt) says, e%u-uﬂ\ 63 23 gl gl g ady &% “Indeed,

Allah commands justice, excellence and glvmg to relatives.” [TMQ Surah An-Nabhl:

o Ge Al & aaMy 4 Gsleld gah Al Uﬁ‘j% “Fear Allah,
in whose Name you appeal to one another, and honour family ties. Surely Allah is
ever Watchful over you.” [TMQ Surah An-Nisaa’:1].

Accordingly, all the deeds mentioned above—maintaining contact, showing kindness,
fulfiling needs, forgiving, concealing mistakes, overlooking faults, and speaking well—
apply to extended relatives and all other family members, whether they live nearby or far
away, and whether they have treated us well or fallen short. A Muslim strives to maintain
ties with them seeking the pleasure of Allah. In this way, he preserves family unity, fulfils
the rights of kinship, and earns the virtue of maintaining family ties and showing kindness
to relatives.

In conclusion, maintaining family ties is a great act of obedience, kindness to
relatives is part of faith, and forgiving their mistakes is a means of attaining Allah’s
forgiveness and preserving affection. Every Muslim should strive to be a key to
goodness within his family, a unifier of hearts, one who conceals faults, and a source of
support in times of hardship. Let him always remember the words of Allah (swt) Who
said, 430 Al i3 & gaS ¥y “Do you not love that Allah should forgive you?” [TMQ

Surah An-Nur: 22].
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