Iron Resolve is the Anvil upon which Tyranny is Smashed

The iron resolve of the Muslims of Syria before extreme oppression is an inspiration. The
tyrant of Syria, Bashar al-Assad, tried to break their will by arrests, torture and even rape of the
women and kidnapping of children. Then when he failed to break the resolve of the Muslims, his
masters in America mobilized their other agents in defense of the tyrant of Syria, with the rulers
of Iran being foremost, to prevent the blessed revolution reaching its conclusion. Then when
even this was not enough, America arranged for Russia to share in its crimes, by bombing the
people with all manner of sophisticated weapons, to add to the barrel bombs that Bashar's
forces had long been using. And then the enemies of the revolution resorted to using hunger as
a weapon, besieging cities, forcing their inhabitants to hear the cries of starving children and
eating leaves from trees, made wet with rain water.

Whilst this exemplary commitment to Islam has alarmed the major powers to the point that
they are bent on suppressing the call to the Khilafah (Caliphate) on every front and in every
place, from Kyrgyzstan to Jordan, it has inspired Muslims all over the world and in particular the
advocates of Khilafah have quickened their steps in their march towards Islamic revival. Indeed
such iron resolve is what strengthens the fearful and the fatigued and it is such iron will which
will bring about the return of the Khilafah (Caliphate) on the Method of the Prophethood and
raise this Ummah again as a witness before all humankind, raising the call for Islam.

It is this iron resolve which is essential for the era that will unfold soon, with the return of the
Khilafah (Caliphate) on the Method of the Prophethood. The Muslims of Syria have awoken
within Muslims the realization of the important lessons and messages that Allah (swt) and His
Messenger (saw) put before the Muslims in their address to them. Words that have been known
before, read before, but were allowed to be dormant in their impact upon the weary soul and the
tired limbs. It is these lessons that must be embraced wholeheartedly and sincerely. They must
be acted upon to move us forwards to our actual station in this Dunya, witnesses before
humankind of the Truth, victors over the tyrants.

Let us consider the People of the Ditch, which is an incident not unlike the calamity the
people of the Syria face today. Ibn Ishaq explained that the people of Najran became believers
after the brave boy who called them to submit, was murdered by the tyrant. He further said,
"Then (the king) Dhu Nuwas came to them with his army and called them to Judaism. He gave
them a choice to either accept Judaism or be killed, so they chose death. Thus, he had a ditch
dug and burned (some of them) in the fire (in the ditch), while others he killed with the sword.
He made an example of them (by slaughtering them) until he had killed almost twenty thousand
of them. It was about Dhu Nuwas and his army that Allah revealed to His Messenger which is
similar to what we see today in Syria.

As we pray for the Muslims of Syria in their sufferlng, let us reflect upon what Allah (swt)
said of this incident, * Age-u u-mylb Solads S ph* igad Lg.d:- ah .ﬂ * 3 ghall cld Ju\ * 3 g44Y) Lial g
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the People of the Ditch. Of fire fed with fuel. When they sat by it. And they witnessed
what they were doing against the believers. And they had no fault except that they

believed in Allah, the Almighty, Worthy of all praise! To Whom belongs the dominion of
the heavens and the earth! And Allah is Witness over everything.” [85: 4-8]

Thus Allah (swt) relates how the cursed companions of the Ukhdud, a group of people who
were among the disbelievers, went after those among them who believed in Allah (swt) and
they attempted to force them to give up their Deen. However, the believers refused to recant, so
they dug a ditch for them in the ground, lighting a fierce fire in it with some fuel prepared in
order to keep it ablaze. Then they tried to convince them (the believers) to apostatize from their
religion, but they still refused, so they threw them into the fire.



As we weep for the Muslims of Syria, burnt today by exploding barrel bombs and missiles,
let us remember that believers are punished by tyrants, simply because of their unrelenting
commitment to Islam. Allah (swt) said, §mall 3all b isiadi of 3) 34ia 9adi gy “And they had no
fault except that they believed in Allah, the Almighty, Worthy of all praise!” meaning, they
did not commit any sin according to these people, except for their faith in Allah the Almighty,
Who does not treat unjustly those who desire to be with Him. He is the Most Mighty and Most
Praiseworthy in all of His statements, actions, legislation and decrees. And we remember what
happened to the believing servants of Allah at the hands of the disbelievers is in His
knowledge- and He is the Most Mighty, the Most Praiseworthy - and that He (swt) is master of
His affairs and will send His Victory to heal the hearts of the believers and confound the tyrants
at the height of their arrogance and oppression.

No doubt, iron resolve is the anvil upon which tyranny is smashed and this is the lesson that
we learn in the words of Allah (swt). And it is this lesson that RasulAllah (saaw) also conveyed
to his Ummah when he informed us of the need for unyielding defiance in the heat of the
confrontation with the tyrant and the good consequence of doing so. It is narrated from Khabab
bin Aratt, may Allah be pleased with him, he said: 53 2 sic Y s a5 alugade & Lo ) Jguy J) LSS
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"We complained to the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, while he was laying his head
on a garment (Burdah) under the shadow of Ka'bah. We said: Don't you ask (Allah) for our
assistance? Don't you pray for us? He (SAW) said: “The person from peoples before you
used to be taken and a pit is dug for him in the ground; a chain saw used to be put on his
head making him two halves, but this would not make him abandon his deen; and
whatever beyond his bones of flesh and nerves used to be combed with iron combs; yet
this would not divert him (from his deen). By Allah, He The Almighty will complete this
matter (Islam) till the passenger would travel from San’aa to Hadramout, fearing nobody
except Allah Ta'ala and the wolf for his sheep; but you are impatient”. [narrated by
Ahmad]. And the Messenger of Allah (saaw) said to his Companions (ra), the best of this
Ummah, aedasls aosd caddy ¢ gal) (2 ) sihg puabusally |90y idd) o 152d) casn (o (o ()9S 1 5358»
«d) dpara B BLal) (e agal] al A dslla B S8 g £ Y GlSB agdel @saug “Be like the disciples of
'Eisa (Jesus) son of Mary: They were, raised on wood, fixed with nails, cooked in pots,
and their hands and feet cut off and their eyes punched with nails; yet that scourge and
murder in obedience to Allah was dearer to them from life in disobedience to Allah.”

Let each and every one of us take these lessons and strive for Islam wherever we find
ourselves with the same resolve that the Muslims of Syria have shown. Let us strive, assured of
His promise to grant victory in this life and on the Day when the Witnesses shall come forth, that
nothing He wills escapes His power and none can resist Him. Let us strive, assured that Allah
affirms that He is Able to exact retribution from those who disbelieve in Him and deny Him. Let
us march towards victory, knowing that our suffering is never wasted and Allah (swt) is with us
against the tyrants, whose time draws to a close imminently.

Allah (swt) the Almighty said:
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“And We wished to be Gracious to those who were being depressed in the land, to
make them leaders and make them heirs, to establish a firm place for them in the land,

and to show Pharaoh, Haman, and their hosts, at their hands, the very things against
which they were taking precautions.” [28: 5-6]
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