- o
o o 3 »
w\*y
52 \‘/)\j' !vaa
. t
0 s
Zo WA S ~ S

ecline of Religion in a Secular System isn’t a Surprise, it’s expected

Recent research suggests that there is a global decline in religion. Looking at the Western
society, and the rise of secular liberalism, this doesn’t come as a surprise. According to an article in
Foreign Affairs, there is a growing number of people who “no longer find religion a necessary source
of support and meaning in their lives.” They “have become less religious in part because they no
longer need to uphold the kinds of gender and sexual norms that the major world religions have
instilled for centuries.” The Foreign Affairs article focuses on the decline of religion in Europe and
Asia. But according to the BBC, this decline is found in the Middle East and North Africa too with a
growing number of people claiming to be less religious.

The Decline of Religion, 2007-2019

Rise of the non-religious
Proportion of people who said they were not religious in
2013 and 2018-19

Tunisia L L
Libya ° .
Algeria ® ®
Lebanon e
Morocco ® [ ]
Egypt L L ]

Sudan [ ] L]

Palestinian
territories

Jordan ce
Irag

Yemen

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Source: Arab Barometer [B[BIC]

Source: BBC

Source: Foreign Affairs

Should the decline surprise us?

No, the decline in religion shouldn’t come as a surprise. The very basis of secular liberalism is
that religion is confined to personal worship and as such, it has no role in organising and governing
society’s affairs. Religion is seen as a personal belief that is practiced in private. As such, we are
living in a world which is increasingly secular and gives “increasingly high priority to self-expression
and free choice, with a growing emphasis on human rights, tolerance of outsiders, environmental
protection, gender equality, and freedom of speech.” (Source: Foreign Affairs)

The problem is this; if we side-line religion to private life, how do we draw a line? Do we allow
religion to be taught in our education system? Should we allow religion to guide our actions when we
are dealing with our friends and family, or is that allowing religion to move beyond confining religion to
our individual lives. If we do allow religion to guide our actions here, how far does it go? Should it be
used as the basis for our decisions when we are dealing with disagreements? What if these
disagreements become legal matters?

The reality is this - the decline of religion in an increasingly liberal society shouldn’t surprise us.
They have a society where religious ideas aren’t the basis of thoughts and actions, liberalism is. As a
result, religion isn’'t a part of people’s lives. Economic benefits the focal point for decision-making.
Morality is an issue that’'s debated based on benefit and individualism. And religion is used as a tool
for politicians; to maintain support for the liberal system in countries that were once deeply religious,
to ensure social cohesion as the individualism in liberalism breaks social bonds and propagates ideas
such as ‘survival of the fittest’.


https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/world/2020-08-11/religion-giving-god
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-48703377
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/world/2020-08-11/religion-giving-god
https://cdn-live.foreignaffairs.com/sites/default/files/images/2020/07/31/10_Inglehart_Graph%202_rgb.jpg
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-48703377

This secularization hasn’t led to a stable society. Quite the opposite, it's created and exacerbated
a variety of problems without any solutions. Racism, Sexism, Transphobia, Sexual Abuse, Gun
Violence, Murder, Torture, Genocide; these are just a few examples of the problems that the liberal
society is unable to solve.

The statistics about the decline of religion shouldn’t agitate us, it should make us think. With the
rise of discontent in Western society and the impact of COVID, we are at a turning point in history.
The Western system is full of cracks and those cracks are getting larger and more apparent. They are
looking for ways to fill those cracks, or redirect our attention by spreading anti-religious sentiments,
anti-immigrant sentiments. It's a tactic they’ve always used when they are having problems- create an
enemy so that both the Muslim Ummah and their own people don’t look for an alternative and find the
solutions to their problems in Islam. But this should remind us why we need to work towards the
establishment of the Islamic State and see the reality of today as an opportunity.

We need to remember that Islam isn’t like other religions - it contains comprehensive ideas and
solutions to human problems and affects every aspect of our lives. The history of Islam and the
success of the Islamic State is a testament to this. The current state of affairs and the decline of
religion is expected because Islam isn’t implemented in its entirety.

We need to re-establish the Islamic State

We can’t actually separate religion from the state - we need a basis to guide our actions and as
the current reality shows, our human minds with the opposing whims and desires, aren’t the basis of
judging right and wrong. As such, religion isn’t something that can be side-lined to our individual life,
there are too many problems and contradictions that arrive. Religion can’t be confined to one aspect
of our lives. That isn’t a problem is Islam if it's |mplemented as it should, with the re-establishment of
the Islamic State. ¢l Ay &l udajy Sadd asile daady asin i & a5y “This day have |
perfected your religion for you, completed My favour upon you, and have chosen for you
Islam as your religion.” [Quran, 5:3]

It's also important to remember that while the Western system and its followers have tried to
push us to adopt liberalism, the Muslim Ummah has maintained their attachment to Islam.

Many Back Sharia as Official Law
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But we mustn’t forget that Islam is not being implemented as it should. Re-establishing the
Islamic State means accepting that Allah’s Laws are the basis of all of our decisions. We can'’t have a
system which is secular, and then expect Islam to fit into it. Under Islam, morality isn’t a matter to be
debated. Allah, Our Creator, who knows us best has given us laws on how to treat one another.

Religion and state affairs have to be intertwined and this will feed into every aspect of our life,
affecting the society and the individual. Laws that guide us, in every aspect of our life, and guide our
rulers to ensure that the people are protected and given their rights.
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