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Headlines: 

• French Muslims want a say in Macron's New Rules for Islam 

• OPEC Powerless to Prevent Oil Prices Jumping toward $100 a Barrel this 

Year 

• Pakistan to get Oil from Saudi Arabia on Credit: Petroleum Minister 

 

Details: 

French Muslims want a say in Macron's New Rules for Islam 

A number of prominent French Muslim activists said Sunday that President 

Emmanuel Macron should listen to more Muslim voices before finalizing plans for new 

rules for Islam in France. The French government needed to decide if it was "capable of 

treating 5 million of its citizens as grown-up, autonomous human beings," Marwan 

Muhammad, former head of the Collective Against Islamophobia in France, said. French 

governments have for years puzzled over how to deal with the growing popularity of 

hardline interpretations of Islam in poor suburbs with large populations of immigrant 

origins. In July, Macron said he planned to give Islam "a framework and rules 

guaranteeing that it will be practiced everywhere in accordance with the laws of the 

republic." Local authorities have been ordered to hold consultations on the issue. 

France's strict law on the separation of church and state, and the lack of any religious 

hierarchy in Sunni Islam, have so far made it difficult to come up with any organization 

that could act as an Islamic religious authority. The activists said that in their own online 

consultation, the majority of the 24,000 respondents preferred the government not to play 

a role in organizing French Islam. Muhammad told German Press Agency that the 

activists would be "perfectly willing" to work together with the government "as partners." 

But, he said, any attempt to "dictate" to French Muslims how to organize themselves 

would be "an attack on the principle of secularism, which is very important in France, and 

an attack on our fundamental freedoms as a religious community." [Source: Daily Sabah]. 

Islam cannot be negotiated or changed to fulfil the interests of some. Muslims 

of France must resist all attempts by Macron to create a false Islamic fiqh for 

French Muslims. 

 

OPEC Powerless to Prevent Oil Prices Jumping Toward $100 a Barrel this Year 

OPEC kingpin Saudi Arabia is ill-equipped to prevent a supply shock in the energy 

market, analysts told CNBC on Monday, as oil traders prepare for the possibility of $100 

a barrel before year-end. "Nobody wants to get caught short, full in the knowledge that 

more Iranian barrels are poised to be removed from the market," Stephen Brennock, oil 

analyst at PVM Oil Associates, said in a research note published Monday. Late last 

month, President Donald Trump urged OPEC producers to ratchet up production levels 

to prevent further price rises ahead of the mid-term elections in early November. The 

Trump administration's push for the Middle-East dominated cartel to start pumping more 

oil comes as the White House prepares to impose sanctions against Iran in around five 
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weeks' time. Further to this, Washington is also asking buyers of Iranian oil to slash 

imports to zero to force Tehran to negotiate a new nuclear agreement. China initially 

rejected a U.S. request to choke off the flow of petrodollars to Iran but, amid intense 

pressure from the Trump administration, China is now reportedly taking steps to 

comply.China's top state refiner, Sinopec Corp, was seen halving its loadings of Iranian 

crude in September, Reuters reported Friday, citing unidentified sources. The prospect of 

a reduction from Sinopec would constitute a significant blow for Iran. That's because 

OPEC's third-largest producer considers China to be its leading oil client at a time when 

European producers and other global buyers are dramatically reducing Iranian crude 

purchases to avoid U.S. sanctions. China has consistently defended its energy trade with 

Tehran — thought to be worth around $1.5 billion a month — as transparent and lawful. 

Against this backdrop of dwindling Iranian oil supplies, the focus will turn to meek levels 

of global, or more accurately, Saudi spare capacity," Brennock said. OPEC and non-

OPEC producers were initially thought to be reluctant to immediately respond to 

heightened pressure from the Trump administration, but Saudi Arabia is now expected to 

put as much as 550,000 additional barrels per day (bpd) onto the market over the next 

couple of months. The kingdom has previously claimed to have around 1.5 million bpd 

available to add to the market if required. But, Riyadh is thought to be unable to fully 

offset global supply disruptions over the coming months. And "this essentially leaves the 

world's only swing producer powerless to prevent a supply shock and subsequent price 

spike in the final quarter of this year," Brennock said. [Source: CNBC] 

Trump’s oil sanctions against Iran are responsible for high oil prices, and 

increasing the oil supply will not bring down the oil prices. 

 

Pakistan to get Oil from Saudi Arabia on Credit: Petroleum Minister 

Federal Minister for Petroleum Ghulam Sarwar Khan has confirmed Pakistan’s plan 

to take oil from Saudi Arabia on credit for five years. While speaking in the National 

Assembly on Tuesday, Ghulam Sarwar said the authorities in Saudi Arabia have agreed 

to Pakistan’s request for oil. The petroleum minister’s statement came following reports, 

according to which Pakistan has asked Saudi Arabia for a daily oil supply of 200,000 

barrels for five years. It was also said that oil supply on credit was sought for 90 days. 

However, Ghulam Sarwar told the assembly that Pakistan has made the request for five 

years.  A day earlier, senators from the opposition parties objected to the government’s 

invitation to Saudi Arabia to become a partner in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

and set up an oil refinery in Gwadar. To this, the petroleum minister said Saudi Arabia 

expressed interest in setting up a refinery in Balochistan and the government also wished 

for the same. He added that talks were under way with the provinces and the Parliament 

would be taken on board soon. [Source: Geo TV] 

 Getting oil on credit from Saudi Arabia will not spare Pakistan from the 

economic woes it suffers. Khan’s governments has promised new way of doing 

things. But so far, Imran Khan’s government is following in the footsteps of its 

predecessors and all signs are that IK will beg for money from the IMF. 
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