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Headlines: 

 Indian General Suggests China-style ‘Deradicalisation Camps’ for Kashmiri 

Muslims 

 Pakistan’s FM Flaunting his Servility, Begs US to Stay Engaged in Afghanistan 

 IMF Chief Sounds Warning of 1929-style Great Depression over Rising 

Inequality 

 

Details: 

Indian General Suggests China-style ‘Deradicalisation Camps’ for Kashmiri Muslims 

The blatant anti-Muslim agenda of India’s pro-Hindu BJP government has become 

all too clear, after its annexation of Kashmir, violating even its own British inspired 

constitution, and its citizenship drive to exclude Muslims. Now India’s military seems 

to be participating. According to the New York Times: 

India’s top military commander has created shock waves by suggesting that Kashmiris 

could be shipped off to “deradicalization camps,” which rights activists consider an alarming 

echo of what China has done to many of its Muslim citizens. 

It was far from clear what the military commander, Gen. Bipin Rawat, chief of India’s 

defense staff, meant when he made the public comments on Thursday or whether a plan 

was afoot to set up large-scale re-education camps in the part of the disputed Kashmir region 

that India controls. 

But rights activists and Kashmiri intellectuals were deeply unsettled, saying that the 

general’s words revealed how the highest levels of the Indian military viewed Kashmiri 

people and that his comments could presage another disturbing turn of events. 

“It’s shocking he would even suggest this,’’ said Siddiq Wahid, a Kashmiri historian who 

earned his Ph.D. from Harvard. “It reminds me of the Uighur camps in China. I don’t think the 

general realizes the insanity of what he is talking about.” 

Over the past three years, the Chinese government has corralled as many as a million 

ethnic Uighurs, Kazakhs and others into what it calls vocational training centers but what 

rights activists say are internment camps and prisons. The Uighurs, like Kashmiris, are 

Muslims who are part of a minority that is often viewed with suspicion by the central 

government. 

Kashmir has been mired in crisis for decades and this past year the Indian government 

upended decades of delicate, albeit flawed policies by unilaterally revoking the statehood of 

Jammu and Kashmir, the part of the region it controls. It sent in thousands of additional 

troops, arrested practically the entire intellectual class there, including elected 

representatives, business people and students, and shut down the internet. 

All of that was highly unexpected and is what makes Kashmiri intellectuals fear the 

general’s comments. They say that under the government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 

just about anything — however unbelievable just a few years ago — is possible. 

Mr. Modi’s party has been pushing a religious nationalist ideology that critics say favors 

India’s Hindu majority and deeply alienates its Muslim minority. Just last month, Mr. Modi’s 



government passed a highly divisive law that creates a special path for migrants to get Indian 

citizenship — if they are not Muslim. Outrage at the law set off weeks of nationwide anti-

government protests, which are continuing. 

Kashmir was India’s only predominantly Muslim state until August, when Mr. Modi’s 

government summarily erased its statehood. Since then, it has been suspended in tension, 

with most internet service still shut off and schools deserted. 

General Rawat made the suggestion about sending Kashmiris to deradicalization camps 

at an international affairs conference in New Delhi attended by government officials, foreign 

diplomats, business executives and scholars. 

India has long championed its liberal democracy as a superior solution for 

accommodating peoples of all faiths. But the reality is that liberal democracy, by 

championing the rights of the individual over the rights of society, only facilitates 

those who are already powerful oppress those who are less privileged. 

The people of India will not see peace and justice until they return to the rule of 

Islam, as existed for centuries, and made India the most advanced region in the entire 

world. 

 

Pakistan’s FM Flaunting his Servility, Begs US to Stay Engaged in Afghanistan 

America’s continuing military failure in Afghanistan, perhaps the most 

underdeveloped country in the world, continues to bring humiliation for the 

superpower and is forcing the exit of US troops from the country. But Pakistan’s 

leadership, who were instrumental in bringing the American military to Afghanistan, 

are again eager to see the US remain engaged. According to the Express Tribune: 

Pakistan said on Thursday that the United States must remain engaged in Afghanistan’s 

reconstruction even if it succeeds in withdrawing troops and ending its longest war. 

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi, currently visiting Washington, will meet 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and discuss the growing momentum toward a deal between 

the United States and the Taliban. 

The foreign minister further warned the United States to not neglect the war-torn country 

as it had done in 1989 after the withdrawal of Soviet troops. 

“Do not repeat the ’80s,” Qureshi said at the Center for Strategic and International 

Studies on the eve of his talks with Pompeo. 

“Even if there is a successful agreement, challenges will remain there, so the United 

States and its friends and coalition partners will have to have a more responsible 

withdrawal,” he said. 

“They should remain engaged – not to fight, but to rebuild,” he said. 

The United States returned to Afghanistan in 2001 in an invasion to out the Taliban, 

whose regime welcomed Osama bin Laden, the mastermind behind the September 11 

attacks. 

President Donald Trump is eager to withdraw more than 12,000 US troops remaining in 

Afghanistan, seeing the war as no longer worth its cost. 

Muslims can never succeed as long as they are ruled by men who ally themselves 

with the interests of the foreign disbelieving imperialist. Allah (swt) says: ﴿ ْيَا أيَُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنوُا

نكُمْ فإَِنَّهُ مِنْهُ  َ لاَ يهَْدِي الْقوَْمَ الظَّالِمِينَ * فَترََى الَّذِينَ لاَ تتََّخِذوُاْ الْيهَُودَ وَالنَّصَارَى أوَْلِيَاء بَعْضُهُمْ أوَْلِياَء بَعْضٍ وَمَن يَتوََلَّهُم م ِ مْ إنَِّ اللّ 
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رَضٌ يُ  نْ عِندِ فِي قلُوُبهِِم مَّ ُ أنَ يأَتِْيَ باِلْفتَحِْ أوَْ أمَْرٍ م ِ عَسَى اللّ 
هِ فيَصُْبحُِواْ عَلَى مَا سَارِعُونَ فِيهِمْ يقَوُلوُنَ نَخْشَى أنَ تصُِيبنَاَ دَآئرَِةٌ فَ

واْ فِي أنَْفسُِهِمْ ناَدِمِينَ  ﴾أسََرُّ  “O you who have believed, do not take the Jews and the Christians 

as allies. They are [in fact] allies of one another. And whoever is an ally to them 

among you - then indeed, he is [one] of them. Indeed, Allah guides not the wrongdoing 

people. So you see those in whose hearts is disease hastening into [association with] 

them, saying, "We are afraid a misfortune may strike us." But perhaps Allah will bring 

conquest or a decision from Him, and they will become, over what they have been 

concealing within themselves, regretful.” [al-Maida 51-52] 

 

IMF Chief Sounds Warning of 1929-style Great Depression over Rising Inequality 

The ongoing increase in inequality between rich and poor in the West has become 

a cause of considerable concern for Western economists. The newly appointed head 

of the IMF is now also speaking out on this issue, according to the Guardian: 

The head of the International Monetary Fund has warned that the global economy risks a 

return of the Great Depression, driven by inequality and financial sector instability. 

Speaking at the Peterson Institute of International Economics in Washington, Kristalina 

Georgieva said new IMF research, which compares the current economy to the “roaring 

1920s” that culminated in the great market crash of 1929, revealed that a similar trend was 

already under way. 

While the inequality gap between countries had closed in the last two decades, it had 

increased within countries, she said, singling out the UK for particular criticism. 

“In the UK, for example, the top 10% now control nearly as much wealth as the bottom 

50%. This situation is mirrored across much of the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development), where income and wealth inequality have reached, or are near, 

record highs.” 

She added: “In some ways, this troubling trend is reminiscent of the early part of the 20th 

century – when the twin forces of technology and integration led to the first gilded age, the 

roaring 20s, and, ultimately, financial disaster.” 

She warned that fresh issues such as the climate emergency and increased trade 

protectionism meant the next 10 years were likely to be characterised by social unrest and 

financial market volatility. 

“If I had to identify a theme at the outset of the new decade, it would beincreasing 

uncertainty,” she said. 

With disputes still raging between the US and Europe, she said “the global trading 

system is in need of a significant upgrade”. 

The Capitalist economic system follows the oligarchic pattern of Western ideology 

in general, favouring the individual over society, and so facilitating the powerful in 

oppressing the weak. Western leaders such as the IMF chief are acutely conscious of 

this fact but remain committed to their system. Their only intent is to mitigate some of 

the extreme consequences of this oppression in order to forestall “populism and 

upheaval” in the words of the IMF chief. The fact that people are suffering is of little 

consequence to them. 
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