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Series of Questions Addressed to Scholar Sheikh Ata Bin Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah,
Ameer of Hizb ut Tahrir through his Facebook Page (Fighi)
Answer to Question:

Women Covering their Feet During Salat

To: Muhamad Awesat

(Translated)

Question:

Assalamu Alaikum, ... and what is its ruling on praying in her house? Should she cover her feet
since covering the 'Awrah is one of the conditions of prayer?

Answer:

Wa Alaikum Assalam wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh,

* The following came in Answer to the question that you refer to:

(The feet are ‘Awrah so the woman must cover them, and the evidence for that is:

a. Allah (swt) says in regards to clothing the bottom part of the woman sty &itiag é‘e\ﬁf B u-\-d\ Gl L
4CAR & (A A Geuda (e (gale (Y Guialall “O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the
women of the believers to draw their outer garments (Jalabeeb) all over their bodies (i.e. screen

themselves completely except the eyes or one eye to see the way). That will be better, that they
should be known (as free respectable women) so as not to be annoyed.” [Al-Ahzab: 59]

i.e. to loosen upon themselves their outer garments (Jalabeeb) downwards, and this loosening
meant in the word “draw” (i.e. loosen) can’t be achieved except by having the robe at least reaching the
feet and covering them. If the feet were covered with socks or shoes, the loosening requirement has
been achieved as if the Jilbab has reached the feet, but if they weren’t covered with socks or shoes,
then the Jilbab should reach the floor in order to cover the feet, and this means that the feet are part of
the ‘Awrah.

b. It was narrated by Ibn Umar that he said: The Prophet (saw) said: a3 4 ) Jk-u ai M-n ey A u-=>>
«4.\39 U.UA ¥ LG\JJ 4.\.\;).@ dl& u@.n\.\ﬁ\ MIS-\S \A‘ RN \J.u.u u.\AJ.I Ja ugJJ.nA.n GLA.\S\ ua.ua.n uﬂ.\Sﬂ PIAW e\ RN 4.41.\53‘
“Whoever trails his garment out of prlde will never be looked upon by Allah.” Umm Salamah
said: “O Messenger of Allah, what should the women do with the hem of their clothes?” The
Prophet said: “Lower it by a hand’s length.” She said: “What if their feet are uncovered?” The
Prophet said: “Lower it by an arm’s length but not more than that.” Reported by At-Tirmidhi who
said that this Hadith is Hasan Sahih.

This Hadith is straightforward in stating that it is obligatory for the woman to cover her feet, and
Umm Salamah, may Allah be pleased with her, wasn’t convinced that the women’s clothes be loosened
lower than their hems by a span in fear that the feet would become uncovered while walking, especially
if the woman walked barefoot as it used to happen before very often. So, the Prophet (saw) allowed for
the Jilbab of the woman to be extended by an arm’s length and not more, and the lllah (reason) is clear
in the Hadith:.«... Cx138) CidsE !-\\ .. what if their feet are uncovered..

In conclusion, the feet are ‘Awrah which must be covered like any part of the ‘Awrah.

- For your information, there is an opinion for Abu Hanifah in allowing the showing of the feet
because he saw in the Tafseer of what Allah (swt) says: ¢ls 55 L ¥) &) &esd Y35 “and not to show
off their adornment except only that which is apparent” [An-Nur: 31] that what is apparent from her
is not only the face and hands, but also the feet. However, as we mentioned above, this opinion is weak
(Marjuh) as evidenced from the blessed verse and the Bukhari Hadith, and Allah (swt) is the All-Knowing
Most Wise.) End.

This is what we adopt in public life. It is not permissible for a woman to go out with
uncovered feet, but as mentioned above:



(ie, to loosen upon themselves their Jalabeeb downwards, and this loosening meant in the word
“draw” (i.e. loosen) can’t be achieved except by having the Jilbab at least reaching the feet and covering
them. If the feet were covered with socks or shoes, the loosening requirement has been achieved as if
the Jilbab has reached the feet, but if they weren’t covered with socks or shoes, then the Jilbab should
reach the floor in order to cover the feet, and this means that the feet are part of the ‘Awrah).

* One issue remains to be discussed which is covering the feet during Salat (prayer); since
one of the conditions for the correct prayer is to cover the ‘Awrah, therefore what | outweigh is that the
feet should be covered during Salat. However, Abu Haneefah sees that the feet are not ‘Awrah. It came
in “Sharh Mukhtasar al-Tahawi” by Ahmad bin Ali Abu Bakr al-Razi al-Jassas al-Hanafi, "deceased: 370
AH", the following:

(Issue: "The awrah of a woman in prayer"

Abu Jaafar said: "A woman must cover her entire body in prayer, except the face, hands, and
feet..."

Abu Bakr said: This is because all of her body is awrah, it is not permissible for an unrelated man to
look at it, except these parts.

This is evinced by the saying of Allah: §lis J¢5 L ¥) el éesd Y5 “and not to show off their
adornment except only that which is apparent” [An-Nur: 31]. It has been reported that this is the kohl
and the ring. So, it is evidence that her hands and face are not awrah. The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: «teds ¥} paila 33a & J&s ¥» “Allah does not accept the prayer of
any (woman) who menstruates, except with a khimar”. This shows that her head is awrah, And it is
obligatory to cover 'awrah in prayer: It should be covered in prayer, but the hands, face, and feet
are not awrah, and it is not necessary for her to cover them in prayer) End.

This view is a weak opinion (Marjuh) as we have shown above ... But we do not want to adopt in this
issue since it is a worship (Ibada). A woman who prays according to the Hanafi school does not have to
cover her feet in prayer ... but what | outweigh is that the feet must be covered in prayer because they
are ‘Awrah.

e In conclusion:

1- That which | outweigh is that the feet are ‘Awrah, and we adopt this in public life. So it is
not permissible for a woman to go out of her house except with her Jilbab that covers her feet,
whether to reach the floor enough to cover the feet when walking, if she is walking barefoot, or the Jilbab
to reach the ankles if she wears proper socks to cover the feet, so that the “ldnaa” (draping), that is the
loosening of the Jilbab to the feet is achieved as we explained in detail in the Social System.

2- As for the covering of the feet in prayer, we outweigh to cover them, but we do not adopt
in this matter because it is a worship. Women who follow the tradition of Abu Hanifa do not have
to cover their feet during prayer.

This is what we see in this matter, and Allah knows best.

Your brother,
Ata Bin Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah
27" Jumada al-Akhirah 1438 AH
26/03/2017 CE

The link to the answer from the Ameer’s Facebook page:
https://web.facebook.com/AmeerhtAtabinKhalil/photos/a.122855544578192.1073741828.122848424578
904/607837906079951/?type=3&theater

The link to the answer from the Ameer’s Google Plus page:
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/100431756357007517653/100431756357007517653/posts/3LfhNfi4YHg

The link to the answer from the Ameer’s Twitter page:
https://twitter.com/ataabualrashtah/status/847894418342465536
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